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Mr.  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council, 

I  have  the  honour  of  presenting  my  Report  on  the  Health 
and  Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  Wymondham  Urban  District  for 
the  Year  ending  December  31st,  1944.  In  addition  I  am  now 
able  to  give  the  vital  statistics,  not  previously  published  for 
security  reasons,  for  the  War  Years  1939  to  1944  inclusive. 
For  the  purpose  of  comparison,  1  have  set  these  out  in  the  form 
of  a  table  at  the  end  of  this  Report. 

1.  GENERAL. 

The  Urban  District  has  an  area  of  10,950  acres.  With  a 
Rateable  Value  of  £18,860,  a  penny  rate  realizes  £76.  Brush 
making  is  the  chief  industry.  Apart  from  this,  Agriculture 
constitutes  the  major  portion  of  the  District. 

The  population  (resident)  at  the  middle  of  the  year  is 
estimated  to  be  5,191,  varying  very  little  over  a  number  of  years. 
The  number  of  evacuees  r.  maining  at  the  end  of  the  year  was 
243. 

2  GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

These  are  proving  adequate  with  the  exception— a  serious 
one — of  a  lack  of  skilled  nurses  and  Home  Helps.  This  has 
resulted  in  great  hardship  to  the  aged,  and  where  there  are 
several  young  children  in  a  house.  Whether,  now  the  European 
War  is  over,  things  will  improve  in  this  respect,  remains  to  be 
seen.  I  am  not  optimistic. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

M. 

F. 

TOTAL 

Live  Births 

55 

55 

110 

Legitimate 

50 

47 

97 

Illegitimate 

5 

8 

13 

Still  Births  (all  Legitimate)  ... 

3 

2 

1 

3 

The  Live  Birth  Rate  works  out  at  the  high  figure  of 
21T9  per  1000  of  the  Resident  population,  that  in  England  and 
Wales  being  given  as  1 7*6.  The  Still  Births  numbered  3,  all 
legitimate,  giving  a  rate  of  26’5  per  1000  of  Live  and  Still  Births. 


Deaths  from  all  Causes  number  66,  giving  a  rate  per 
1000  of  the  Resident  population  of  12*7.  That  in  England  and 
Wales  being  1  T6.  The  cause  of  death  is  recorded  as  under: 


Tuberculosis  (non-pulmonary) 

Cancer 

Diabetes 

Intra-Cranial  Haemorrhage,  etc. 

Heart  Diseases 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Gastric  and  Duodenal  Ulcer 
Other  Digestive  Disorders 
Puerperal  Sepsis 
Congenital  Disease  in  Infants 
Suicide 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  ... 

Other  Violent  Causes  ... 

All  Other  Causes 


M.  F.  TOTAL 

1  0  1 

4  7  11 

1  0  1 

2  1  3 

10  15  25 

4  4 

1  3  4 

1  —  1 

—  1  1 

2  2 

1  1 

1  1 

2—2 
1  1 

1  1  2 

4  2  6 


27  39  66 


No  deaths  occurred  from  Measles,  Whooping  Cough, 
Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria  or  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age). 

Infantile  Mortality,  i.e.,  Deaths  under  1  year,  number 
3;  2  legitimate  and  1  illegitimate,  giving  a  rate  per  1000  Live 
Births  of  2 7'2  ;  that  in  England  and  Wales  being  46. 

Maternal  Mortality.  One  death  occurred  in  Childbirth. 


4.  TUBERCULOSIS.  See  Table  at  end  of  Report. 

On  the  Register  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  there  were  : 


PULMONARY. 
M.  F. 

12  4  , 

At  the  end  of  1944 : 

12  3 


NON-PULMONARY 
M.  F. 

6  8 

6  13 


TOTAL 

30 


The  increase  of  3  is  all  of  the  non-pulmonary  type, 
death  occurred  from  the  non-pulmonary  type. 


34 

One 
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5.  NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES.  (Other 
than  Tuberculosis).  These  were  Scarlet  Fever  10,  Whooping 
Cough  78,  Erysipelas  3,  Measles  2,  Pneumonia  8,  Puerperal 
Pyrexia  4.  Total  105. 

Jaundice  was  made  notifiable  during  the  year.  4  cases 
were  reported  and  referred  to  the  Regional  Medical  Officer  for 
investigation. 

Of  the  prevalence  of  Veneral  Disease  I  have  no  information. 
The  propaganda  for  its  prevention  is  kept  up  and  two  lectures  * 
were  given  to  parents  and  young  adults. 

6.  MATERNITY  &  CHILD  WELFARE  SERVICES. 

(Under  the  County  Committees).  The  Monthly  Sessions 
were  held  regularly.  Figures  for  the  year:  On  the  Register  67 
cases,  with  attendances  : 

Mothers  Children  Children  New  Cases  Total  Children 

under  1  year  1 — 5  years  Attendances 

261  168  99  34  267 

This  gives  an  average  monthly  attendance  of  only  22  cases 
as  compared  with  32  in  1938.  The  fall  in  attendance  is  almost 
certainly  due  to  the  fact  that  before  the  war  children  were  not 
having  the  extra  and  cheaper  milk.  Now  they  get  it,  there  is 
less  need  for  attending  the  Welfare  Centre.  Also  National 
Dried  Milk  of  an  excellent  quality  and  Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Fruit 
Juice  are  provided  at  the  Food  Office,  and  not  aLthe  Centre 
as  previously. 

7.  HOUSING  CONDITIONS. 

The  shortage  of  houses  is  bearing  very  hardly  on  the 
whole  community,  but  principally  on  young  married  couples  and 
where  there  is  a  grcwing  family;  and  old  people  when  infirm  or 
ailing,  are  forced  to  go  into  the  Institution  from  lack  of  reason¬ 
able  accommodation  and  for  Nursing  facilities,  as  indicated 
previously  in  this  report.  Dr.  L.  Banks,  the  Regional  Medical 
Officer,  in  Ministry  of  Health  Bulletin  for  June,  1945  deals  very 
fully  with  this  problem,  and  a  copy  of  his  suggestions  should  be 
read  carefully  by  every  Housing  Authority. 

8  WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  Water  Supply  while  excellent  in  quality,  is  going  to 
be  inadequate  in  quantity  if  and  when  there  is  a  demand  for 
increased  supplies.  For  details  see  Mr.  Head’s  Report. 

9.  DRAINAGE,  SEWERAGE  &  SCAVENGING. 

See  Mr.  Head’s  Report. 

10.  THE  SWIMMING  BATHS 

Are  kept  in  a  satisfactory  and  Sanitar}'  condition. 
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11.  THE  MILK  &  DAIRIES  ORDERS. 


As  no  effective  legislation  has  come  into  operation  yet  to 
deal  with  the  well-known  anomalies  existing  in  the  production 
and  distribution  of  milk,  par  excellence  the  stable  article  of  our 
food,  so  no  change  for  the  better  can  be  reported.  The  present 
state  of  matters  is  unfair  to  both  producers  and  retailers  and  a 
potential  source  of  danger  to  the  Community.  The  waste  of 
milk  too,  must  be  serious.  I  have  given  in  previous  reports  my 
personal  suggestions  which  can  be  referred  to,  and  content  my¬ 
self  with  giving  one  further,  and  that  is— the  time  factor  being 
so  important — in  getting  samples  to  the  laboratory,  is  there  any 
insuperable  difficulty  in  operating  a  mobile  laboratory  unit,  to 
deal  with  samples  and  sampling  at  the  farm  itself?  The  time 
and  labour  taken  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector  in  collecting  samples 
which  are  useless  must  be  considerable  and  I  would  like  to  add 
that  in  my  opinion,  the  Food  Controller  should  endeavour  to 
consider  the  claims  of  the  aged  and  infirm,  to  “priority”  milk. 
By  eliminating  waste  in  production,  and  the  more  general  use  of 
dried  milk  this  should  be  possible. 


12.  DIPTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

I  have  to  report  that  a  high  percentage  of  children  have 
now  been  protected.  There  is  a  danger  however  that  parents 
in  the  absence  of  any  prevalence  of  the  disease,  will  become 
apathetic.  All  children  on  attaining  the  ace  of  1  year  should  be 
visited  by  the  Health  Visitor  who  should  point  out  to  parents  the 
importance  of  having  their  children  protected.  At  the  same  time 
the  Health  Visitor  should  see  that  the  Consent  Form  supplied  is 
completed  and  forwarded  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  when 
the  necessary  treatment  will  be  promptly  arranged. 

While  the  figures  in  this  small  District  are  insufficient  in 
themselves  on  which  to  estimate  the  reliability  of  the  protection 
afforded  by  immunisation  they  conform  to  the  experience  of  the 
country  as  a  whole,  which  is,  that  since  the  campaign  to  protect 
children  between  the  ages  of  1  — 15  years  was  started  in  1940 
the  incidence  and  mortality  rates  of  the  disease,  have  gradual!}' 
declined.  At  the  present  time  both  are  reduced  by  almost  one 
half.  The  Ministry  of  Health  record  that  in  1943  “The  Incid¬ 
ence  of  Diptheria  among  children  under  15  was  3^  times  greater 
in  the  non-immunised  than  in  the  immunised  and  the  chance  of 
dying  of  diptheria  was  25  times  greater.”  These  improved  fig¬ 
ures  are  more  than  maintained  in  the  present  year  (1945)  but  it 
is  imperative  that  protection  be  afforded  infants  immediately 
they  attain  1  year  or  this  gratifying  result  will  be  lost. 
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I  have  had  no  reports  of  malnutrition  during  the  War  years 
and  the  general  health  of  the  community  has  been  excellent 
throughout. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  to  thank  you  Mr.  Chairman,  and  the 
Council  and  Officials  for  continued  and  invaluable  help  afforded 
to  me  at  all  times  during  the  year. 

ALEX.  P.  AGNEW,  m.b.,  c.m. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 
1939—1944 


TABLE  1. 


Year 

Population 

Birth  Rate 
Per  1000  Pop. 

Death  Rate 
Per  1000  Pop. 

Maternal 

Mortality 

Infantile  Mortality 
Per  1000  Pop. 

1939 

5093 

13.94 

12.5 

Nil. 

70.4 

1940 

5490 

10.92 

15.1 

Nil. 

16.6 

1941 

5600 

15.35 

9  4 

Nil. 

46.5 

1942 

5433 

17.66 

11.9 

Nil. 

72.9 

1943 

5338 

15.73 

14.2 

Nil. 

11.9 

1944 

5191 

21.19 

12.7 

1 

27.27 

TABLE  2.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFICATIONS. 


Year  Scarlet  Whooping 
Fever  Cough 

Diph¬ 

theria 

Erysip 

elas 

-  Measles 

Pneu¬ 

monia 

Puerperel 

Pyrx. 

Typhoid 

Smallpox 

1939 

7 

5 

1 

- 

8  (2) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1940 

12 

2 

1 

? 

29 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1941 

3 

153 

7 

4 

230 

5  (4) 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

1942 

11 

10 

1 

2 

21 

10  (2) 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

1943 

20 

12 

1 

3 

14 

7  (2) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1944 

10 

78 

Nil  3 

Deaths  im 

2 

cheated 

8  (1)  4 

in  brackets. 

Nil 

Nil 

TABLE  3.  TUBERCULOSIS. 


No.  on  Register  New  Cases  Deaths 


Year 

Pulm. 

Non-pulm. 

Total 

Pulm. 

Non-pulm. 

Total 

Pulm. 

Non-pulm, 

Total 

1939 

19 

17 

36 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

3 

1940  . 

17 

17 

34 

4 

2 

6 

3 

1 

4 

1941 

14 

8 

22 

4 

1 

5 

1 

1 

1942 

16 

12 

28 

5 

5 

10 

2 

1 

3 

1943 

16 

15 

31 

3 

4 

7 

1 

1 

1944 

15 

19 

34 

1 

6 

7 

- 

1 

1 
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Sanitary  Inspector's  Report 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 

I  submit  hereunder  in  accordance  with  the  requirements 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  particulars  of  the  work  carried  out  by 
me  as  Sanitary  Inspector  during  the  year  1944. 

1.  HOUSING. 

As  in  the  preceeding  war  years,  only  essential  repairs 
were  carried  out  to  dwellings  such  as  attention  to  defective  drains, 
smoking  chimneys,  leaking  roofs,  etc. 

One  cottage  unfit  for  habitation  was  rendered  habitable, 
now  in  the  occupation  of  Mrs.  J.  Roberts,  The  Fairland. 

One  cottage  at  Taylor’s  Loke,  Spooner  Row,  was  found  to 
be  unfit,  and  is  now  vacant  and  derelict,  the  cost  of  recondition¬ 
ing  being  too  high. 

One  new  house  was  brought  into  use  by  conversion  of  part 
of  the  Old  Post  Office  in  Market  Street. 

2.  WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  water  supply  from  the  Council’s  mains  was  satisfactory 
throughout  the  year,  the  Public  Analyst  reporting  a  sample  sub¬ 
mitted  to  be  of  excellent  organic  and  bacteriological  quality.  It 
is  treated  for  softening  and  is  chlorinated.  I  give  hereunder  a 
summary  of  water  pumped,  etc.,  for  the  year. 


Summary  of  Water  Officer’s  weekly  reports  for  year 
ended  31st  December,  1944. 


Month 

Water  Pumped  and  Softened 

Lime  used 

Alumina  used 

January 

6,815,000  gallons 

12,460  lbs. 

230  lbs. 

February 

5,605,000 

♦  i 

11,242  „ 

— 

March 

5,715,000 

t y 

10,428  „ 

218  ,. 

April 

5,494,000 

•  * 

13,510  „ 

350  „ 

May 

3,425,000 

y 1 

10,626  „ 

256  „ 

]une 

3,511,000 

i  y 

10,388  „ 

203  „ 

July 

4,575,000 

yy 

13,526  „ 

271  „ 

August 

3,965,000 

y  y 

11,334  „ 

136  „ 

September 

4,249,800 

y  y 

12,812  „ 

330  „ 

October 

3,192,800 

y  y 

9,520  „ 

250  „ 

November 

3,119,715 

9.382  „ 

275  ,. 

December 

3,754,620 

y  y 

9,954  „ 

162  „ 

\ 

53,421,935  gall 

s.  135,182  lbs. 

2,681  lbs. 

(60t.  6c. 

llOlbs.)  (It. 

lc.  1 051  bs.) 

1943 

68,805,000 

(65t.  4c. 

651bs.)  (It. 

3c.  481bs.) 

(i decrease )  15,383,065  [deer.  4t.  1 7c.  67lbs.)  ( incr .  2c.  571bs.) 


8 


The  Parish  of  Hingham  consumed  3,376,500  gallons  from 
1st  January,  1944  to  31st  December,  1944. 

Wymondham  alone  consumed  50,045,435  gallons. 

Average  daily  consumption  in  Wymondham,  136,736  gallons. 

Consumption  through  meter,  (including  Hingham,) 

1944  14,115,471  gallons 

1943  14,166,413  „ 

Decrease  50,942  ,, 


Military  authorities  consumed,  875,126  gallons,  (16  meters.) 


No.  of  new  connections  to  Domestic  Premises 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  17 

No.  of  new  connections  to  Trade  Premises  ...  1 

Total  number  of  connections  for  Domestic  use  920 

Total  number  of  connections  to  Trade  and 

other  Premises  ...  ...  ...  50 


WELL  SUPPLIES. 


Situation  of  Premises. 
Cottage  in  the  occupation 
of  Briggs,  Hewitt’s  Lane. 

House  in  the  occupation 
of  Cooper,  Market  Street. 

Guiler’s  Farm  Wattlefield. 
Shift  House,  Wattlefield. 
Wattlefield  Hall,  (cellar). 

House  in  the  occupation 
of  Barber,  Silfield 


Result  of  Analysis. 
Unsatisfactory. 

Polluted  with 
faecal  organisms. 

Unsafe. 

Fit  for  drinking. 
Unsafe. 

Fit  for  drinking. 


Remarks. 

Not  yet  remedied. 
Main  supply  laid  on. 
Bore  contemplated. 

Used  for  cooling  milk 
only. 


Farm  Premises,  Silfield 
Street,  and  four  cottages 
near. 


Unfit  for  drinking.  New  drains  laid  to 

conduct  sewage  from 
cowshed,  etc.,  away 
from  vicinity  of  well. 


A  further  sample  has  been  taken  in  this  case  but  the  result  is  not 
yet  to  hand. 


3.  SEWERAGE  &  DISPOSAL. 

Little  trouble  was  experienced  with  the  sewers  during  the 
year,  but  the  purification  works  were  intermittently  overloaded, 
and  a  poor  effluent  discharged.  It  appears  that  a  great  deal  of 
storm  water  finds  its  way  to  the  works,  and  steps  are  now  pro¬ 
jected  to  deal  with  this. 
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During  the  year  the  following  new  connections  were  made 
to  the  sewer  : — 

10  Cottages  at  Skipper’s  Row. 

1  Cottage  at  Melton  Road. 

Granary  House,  Silfield  Road. 

Motor  Garage  and  Engineering  Works,  London  Road. 

1  House  at  Market  Street. 

6  Houses  at  Pople  Street. 


4.  MILK  PRODUCTION  &  CONTROL. 

The  following  samples  were  taken  by  me  and  submitted 
for  examination  :  — 


Classification  of  Sample.  Results. 

From  Accredited  Producers,  24  Samples  19  Satisfied  Methylene  Blue 

Test.  5  Failed. 

From  Non-designated  Pro¬ 
ducers  ...  9  „  4  Passed.  5  Failed. 

For  Biological  Examination,  36  „  All  negative  to  Tuberculosis. 

The  Norfolk  County  Council  notified  that  the  following 
animals  were  slaughered  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order  1938  : — 

Premises. 

G.  Bird,  Station  Farm,  Aged,  Red  and  White  Shorthorn  Cow 

Kimberley.  “Lily”,  No.  7. 

R.  Shorten,  Cavick  Roan  Shorthorn  Cow,  “Dolly” 

House  Farm. 

5.  RATS  &  MICE  DESTRUCTION. 

Infestation  was  kept  down  by  the  good  work  done  by 
your  rodent  operator,  who  attends  to  the  built-up  portion  of 
your  District.  The  agricultural  properties  are  dealt  with  by 
the  owners  making  arrangements  with  the  Norfolk  War 
Agricultural  Committee. 

E.  J.  HEAD,  c.r.s.i. 
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